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trenchments in front of the city by deploying at twenty
paces, and, 1n order to impress the enemy with the
belief that they were confronted by a large force, in-
structions were given to make as much noise as pos-
sible and fire off guns at frequent intervals. From
this time till the 15th of May the regiment was moved
to different portions of the line, from the south of
Petersburg to the north of Richmond, a distance of
about thirty miles, seldom remaining more than one
day at any point. These frequent movements were
deemed necessary on account of the small force avail-
able to meet real or supposed movements of the enemy.
In the meantime reinforcements were brought in, and
General Beauregard commanded the Confederate forces
in the engagement which took place the next day.
The Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, May 16, 1864.—The
attack was made by the Confederates about daylight
under cover of a dense fog. When within about forty
paces of the enemy’s main line the 43d encountered
(as did also the other troops of the division) a line of
telegraph wires fastened to stumps about twelve inches
above the ground, which caused most of the men to
trip and fall. This checked the forward movement,
but from this position a heavy fire was poured into the
enemy until they were dislodged. Finding their am-
munition nearly exhausted, as the enemy commenced
retreating the regiment repaired to the rear to replen-
1sh it. This being done, it returned to the line near
the right of General Robert Ransom’s division, to
which it was then temporarily attached, and occupied
the right of the brigade in a charge upon the works
when a battery of artillery was captured, the enemy
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driven across the turnpike and a position in rear of

the Union forces secured. The position of the regi-
ment was now near the turnpike, which constituted
the dividing line of the divisions of Ransom and Hoke
during most of the engagement. Hoke, being ap-
pointed Major-General after the battle of If‘lymouth,
was assigned to the command of another division after
his arrival at Drewry’s Bluff. About this time a coun-
cil of war was held on the turnpike, which was par-
ticipated in by a distinguished group, consisting of
President Davis, Generals Beauregard, Ransom and
Hoke, with their respective staff officers. Very soon
after this incident, the enemy having given way at all
points of the line, were driven into Bermuda Hun-
dreds, the angle between the James and Appom'attox
rivers, under cover of their gunboats, this regiment
taking part in the pursuit.

After remaining in line of battle in front of th:neral
Butler’s troops for about two days, orders. were issued
for the regiment to rejoin its old brigade 1n.the Army
of Northern Virginia. In obedience theretoit marc?wd
to Drewry’s Bluff and was transported' by boat to Rllch-
mond, thence by rail to Milford Station on :che Rich-
mond and Fredericksburg Railroad, reaching there
about noon on May 21, 1864. The march was at once
resumed, and the regiment bivouacked that nlght near
Spottsylvania Court House. The army hmrmg been
withdrawn from its position in front on the night of
the 21st to meet a movement of the enemy, who had
retired towards the North Anna, the regiment was
ordered to follow on the morning of the 22d. Late
i1 the afternoon information was received from Gen-



